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What if … by Samantha Berger 
A child who likes to draw and write stories imagines what would happen if there were no pencils, paper, or other 
tools for being creative.  RL 2.5 (Fiction) 
 

Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry 
A little girl's daddy steps in to help her arrange her curly, coiling, wild hair into styles that allow her to be her 
natural, beautiful self.  RL 2.1 L 480 (Fiction) 
 

The Scarecrow by Beth Ferry 

A tale about a lonely scarecrow who saves a baby crow, and the loving and protective bond that grows between 
two unlikely friends. L 490 (Fiction) 
 

How Do You Dance? by Thyra Heder 

The author explores dance in all of its creativity, humor, and--most of all---joy. It’s a celebration of personal 
expression.  (Humorous Fiction) 
 

The Cave by Rob Hodgson 

The wolf tries everything to get a creature to leave the cave, to no avail. But what will happen when he's finally 
successful? This is a laugh-out-loud story with a BIG surprise! (Humorous Fiction) 
 

Julián is a Mermaid by Jessica Love 

A glimpse of costumed mermaids leaves one boy flooded with wonder and ready to dazzle the world in his own 
mermaid costume. RL .8,  L 190  (Fiction) 
 

My Heart by Corinna Luyken 

An ode to love, connection, and self-acceptance.  RL 1.8 AD320L (Fiction) 
 

Going Down Home with Daddy by Kelly Starling Lyons 

Alan looks forward to the annual family reunion at the farm where Daddy grew up, but everyone is supposed to 
share something special and Alan worries about arriving with empty hands. RL 3.5, L 660 (Fiction) 
 

The Little Red Fort by Brenda Maier 

In this adaptation of the Little Red Hen fable, Ruby wants to build a fort, but her three brothers refuse to help, so 
when the fort is finished Ruby will not let them join her--until the boys come up with a few embellishments for the 
fort, like a mailbox, a garden, and a fresh coat of paint. RL 1.9 (Folklore) 
 

Lubna and Pebble by Wendy Meddour 

Lubna's best friend is a pebble. Pebble always listens to her stories. Pebble always smiles when she feels scared. 
But when a lost little boy arrives in the World of Tents, Lubna realizes that he needs Pebble even more than she 
does. RL 1.9, L 460 (Fiction) 



 

Small World by Ishta Mercurio 

First, Nanda's entire world is the circle of her mother's arms but as she grows, she sees the wonder of whirligigs, 
fractals in the snow, and even the circle of the Earth, itself. (Fiction) 

 
Because by Mo Willems 

A series of events, some seemingly very insignificant, lead to a young girl attending a life-changing concert. 
RL 3.4  AD820L (Fiction) 
 

Dreamers by Yuyi Morales 

An illustrated picture book autobiography in which award-winning author Yuyi Morales tells her own immigration 
story. AD660L (Biography) 
 

Bear Came Along by Richard T. Morris 

An assortment of animals living separate lives discover they need each other when they have a chance encounter 
on a river.  RL 2.1  (Humorous Fiction) 
 

The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab and Family by Ibtihaj Mhammad and S.K. Ali 
Faizah relates how she feels on the first day her sister, sixth-grader Asiya, wears a hijab to school. 
RL 2.3, L 500 (Fiction) 
 

Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o 

When five-year-old Sulwe's classmates make fun of her dark skin, she tries lightening herself to no avail, but her 
encounter with a shooting star helps her understand there is beauty in every shade.RL 3.4, L 580 (Fiction) 
 

My Papi Has a Motorcycle by Isabel Quintero 

When Daisy Ramona zooms around her neighborhood with her papi on his motorcycle, she sees the people and 
places she's always known. She also sees a community that is rapidly changing around her.. RL 3.7, L 750 
(Fiction) 
 

Another by Christian Robinson 

 A young girl and her cat take an imaginative journey into another world. (Fiction) 
 

A Computer Called Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Helped Put America on the 
Moon by Suzanne Slade 

The inspiring story of NASA mathematician Katherine Johnson, an African-American woman who made major 
contributions to the field of space exploration. 
RL 4.3 L 760  (Biography) 
 

Between the Lines by Sandra Neil Wallace 

The remarkable story of Ernest "Ernie" Barnes--a star NFL football player who wanted only one thing--to make art. RL 4 L 

660 (Biography)  
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